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responsible for preserving it or losing it. What can be defended
in and through a group is not dharma, it is dogma,
Islam does not sanction forcible conversion; it even prohibits
the use of force. It is wrong to say that Islam has employed force.
All those who profess a religion are not true followers of it. Does
Hinduism sanction killing of Muslims for saving cows? No, Do
we not know, even then, that Hindus lose their heads and fight
with Muslims on this issue? If Islam recognizes the use of force,
it is not religion but irreligion. I am positive that Islam does not
sanction the use of force. If it did, would not all Muslims openly
avow so? No religion in this world has spread through the use of
force. In my opinion, the history of Muslim empires which is taught
to us contains much exaggeration. Victory on the Khilafat issue
will certainly increase the strength of Muslims and enhance their
courage, but to think that they will use these against Hindus is to
suggest that Muslims have no sense of honour, that it is in their
nature to return evil for good, that, in other words, they have no
true religion in them! All my experience is to the contrary. I
have known honour and honesty in a great many Muslims.
Hindu-Muslim unity, however, does not meain that no Muslim
or Hindu will ever make a mistake. If we remain unperturbed even
if somebody makes a mistake, then only can it be said that unity
is a living reality.
But let us think over this problem a little more. The Govern-
ment does not forcibly cut off the tuft of hair on our head but has
it left a soul in us ? Compared to the violence of the Government,
I think the violence of the Moplahs is not worth speaking of. The
other day, in an instant a Government official had people stripped of
khadi and thus, both Hindus and Muslims, of their dharma. Who
deprived both Hindus and Muslims of their manliness? We simply
do not have the strength to face the armed might of the Govern-
ment. :We were not reduced to such straits during the Mughal rule.
I can right now devise methods of fighting the armed strength of
the Moplahs with similar strength. Against the military might
of the Government, however, I, though I pride myself on my know-
ledge of these matters, cannot discover a method of armed struggle,
nor have the Ali Brothers succeeded in 'discovering any.
Moreover, the preservation of Hindu-Muslim unity depends
upon the acceptance of peaceful methods by both the communities.
Leaders of both communities must agree to settle their disputes ex-
clusively through peaceful means, that is, through the good offices
of arbitrators.
Finally, those Hindus who. have been forcibly converted  to